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The City Beautiful

During the last half of the 1800s, overcrowding and
pollution led to the belief that American cities were
unhealthy environments. A movement known as
City Beautiful emerged at the turn of the century as
a remedy to these urban problems.

The City Beautiful movement was comprised

of a range of beautification effortsincluding
park and boulevard planning, the estabilishment
of civic centers, tree and flower planting, factory
smoke pollution regulation; and billboard and
trash removal.

In Indianapolis, as in numerous other American cities
during this time, various eivic and business leaders.
recognized the need for a'concerted eHort towand city
clean-ups and park establishment.
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A Plan for Indianapolis

In 1908, t fity's Park Board enlisted the help of
George Kessler. As one of the preeminent landscape
architects in the nation, Kessler was a leading figure
of the City Beautiful movemnent

Kessler spent a year researching Indianapolis® parks,
waterways, and transportation system, In 1909, he
submitted his Indianapolis Park and Boulevard.Plan
(known today as the Kessler Plan) as part afthe Board
of Park Commissioner’s Annual Report. Kessler
identified the key natural features of the city and
built his plan around these features. To enconipass.
all areas of the city, Kessler identified six waterways
as the cornerstone of his plan. Along thesé waterways.
would be landscaped boulevards linking the park
System together
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These boule
as well, providing flood control and routes into the
downtown business district. In addition, omamental
bridges would connect portions of the boulevards and
serve as landmarks for the city

vards served a practical purpose

After World War |, Kessler expanded his plan in
response to city growth. He added a northern
boulevard that was later named Kessler Boulevard in
his honor, After Kessler's death in 1923, landscape
architect Lawrence Sheridan extended the plan
futther to include all of Marion County.
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A Lasting Legacy

Kessler's work in Indianapolis was a catalyst for
the City Beautiful movement throughout Indiana.
Kessler designed park and boulevard systems in
Fort Wayne, South Bend, and Terre Haute
Kessler also advised on projects in Anderson,
Evansville, Marion, and Peru, Indiana and influenced
the campus landscapes of Indiana Univeristy in
Bloomington, Butler University in Indianapolis, and
Rose Polytechnic in Terre Haute. In Indianapolis,

the Kessler Plan continues {6 serve as thebasis

of the city's park system and the framewark for

the city’s extensive greenway network.
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Fall Creek Flooding
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