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Hope is located in Haw Creek Township in the northeast corner of Bartholomew 
County. Hope is located at the edge of some of the richest farmland in Indiana, 
known as the Hawpatch, composed of glacial gravel and sand.5 This rich 
farmland is an area approximately 12 miles long and 3 miles wide located to the 
north and west of Hope between the Flat Rock River and Haw Creek.

According to the 2010 U.S. Census, Hope had a population of 2,102 people. 
According to the Town of Hope Comprehensive Plan6 Hope’s population has 
remained historically stable. The age distribution of residents under the age of 
19 and 20-29 is slightly higher than other nearby areas. The Comprehensive 
Plan attributed the low number of residents who were 65 years of age or older 
to a lack of housing suited to meet the needs of seniors. 

According to Downtown Land Use Focus Group discussions, the downtown 
housing rental market is strong, and competitive with Columbus and 
Bartholomew County. In downtown Hope, many of the upper floors of the 
buildings are underutilized. The B-2 Zoning District - General Commercial - 
allows residential use as conditional to the primary zoning. 

Observation during different days of the week and times of the day indicates 
activity on the Town Square is busy and consistent. Most of the businesses are 
locally owned and managed, and the downtown district is a local destination. 
There are three full service restaurants open regularly in addition to a specialty 
grocer with a deli counter. The Town Square playground has activity most of the 
day and is another destination. 

In addition there are many events and celebrations in downtown Hope. Several  
attract up to 30,000 people for a weekend. Shown to the left is the event listings 
for 2016. Most events are held to support local charities and non-profits. 
Heritage and culture are strong market differentiators for Hope as a destination.

5 National Register of Historic Places Nomination, Hope Historic District, 1991.
6 Town of Hope Comprehensive Plan, October 2012, Prepared by DLZ and The Planning Workshop, Inc. 

Sample 2016 event listing provided by the Town of Hope

Event Listings for 2016

Farmer’s Market of  Hope-Local banks-cruise-ins
First Friday of  every month - May - September (including every Friday in July) 5-8 PM

May 21 6-8PM/May 22 1-3 PM WiLLow LeaVes Theatre “Hot Fudge Pickles”
$10 Adults/$5 Students/$0 Preschoolers Featuring Hope Sixth, Fifth & Fourth Graders

5/21/16 Rumble for the Cure - Town Square

6/4/16 Relay for Hope - Town Square - 8am to 11pm
 www.relayforlife.org/hopein

6/4/16 First Sat/month - Little Opry of  Hope at WiLLow LeaVes - Concessions only

6/10/16 6th Annual Smoke on the Square-Town Square 5-9PM

6/11/16 Smoke on the Square-11 till sold out  BBQ Competition - BBQ-Music-Kids Activities

6/18/16 Girlfriend Ride

7/1/16 Old  Fashioned Independence Day Celebration-4th of  July
Music on the bandstand/pie baking contest/old fashioned kid-family games on the square/cake walk/
pony rides/The YTM will be open for visitors and serving ice cream floats/fireworks will begin at dusk

Art Guild of  Hope Fundraiser
July 16 @ 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
The Art Guild of  Hope and Tri-State Artisans will be hosting a fund raiser on the Town Square. The 
cost is $35/person and is for ages 8 and up.

8/28/16 Art and Antiques Fair on the Square

9/7/16 Hope Ride - Hope Town Square

9/18/16 Bicentennial Torch thru Hartsville

9/21-25/16  49th Hope Heritage Days

Veterans Day - Nov 11 if  on a week day, free brunch is served for veterans and their guests 10:30 am - 
12:30 pm at Yellow Trail Museum

Christmas of  Yesteryear - Friday before Thanksgiving 5-9 pm YTM

Christmas Homes Tour - First  Friday of  December 6-9 pm YTM

2016 Hope Town Square Events


